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poca;-.«.i.tas county in ThE CIVIL •::aR 


In the year is6l the clouds of Wax hung over our 
Country; their deep dejfijrty hung over Virginia- rhicn a 
that time included 77est Virginia. Civil commotion Bhook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in their native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribced Allegneniee, long lines of brave soldiers 
marched forth to battle and die upon a nundred crimson fields. 
Among them were many of the descendents of tne first pioneers 
of Pocahontas County who a century before had struggled 
with the fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in which they had founded their 
homes, where tne soldiers of a later day were born and reared, 
ITnen the tocsin of ’.Var sounded tnroughout their native 
mountains volunteering began. Andrew G. ifcireel repaired to 
the Little Levels and organized the first company. Tnis was 
early in the spring of lS6l. A requisition was mace for 
arms and they were shipped from Richmor.tf^ but were never 
received and tne company disbanded in tne fall of that seme 

year. 

' Ca^ptain D. A. Stofer mustered a company at Huntersville 
went south and with it was attached to the 31st Virginia 

Infantry. 



John M. Llphtner 


wa s 


flrnt Llculinnant Itj “thlc Company 


from Huntersville. 

The third Company formed ras that of Captain Arbogast at 
Greenbank. It too, ras attached to the 3lBt Virrinia Infantry. 
Captain Arbocast was afterward promoted to Hajor of the reg-- 
iment. Lieutenant H. II. Foague of Pocahontas County but servinr 
in a Bath County Company was killed in action at .larrenton 

Virginia, October 12 1S63' 

Lieutanant James UcLaugalin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from .-.untersville was wounded at Snepherdstown and died at 
Ifincnester, Virrinia. The loss we.s considerable on both 
sides. Among that of the Confederates was that of Captain 
Anderson of the Lyr.chburg Artillery and Captain J. C. iTT.itmer 



of the Focanontas Rifles. 

In tne Civil Sax fne first envaceaent vnich occurred in 
Pocahontas County was at Camp 3artov on mat Is Imom as the 
peter Yeaaer farm known as Traveler's Repose. Late in the 
sum.mer of 1S61 a Confederate force was coUe.-ted as this point. 
It consisted of the first Ceorria Infantry, Col. Ramsey ocm- 
msndinm; toe twelfth Ceorgia. Colonel Edward dohnson in 

command; the Rlnt Virginia Ir.far.try. 

Jackson and Colonel Hansbro's Battalion; the v-.u.c^ 

cavalry from 0.-.nrc..ville. *u.sta 

captain J. 0. I'c.utt; the entire force ur.oer t.> 

General Henry L. Jackson. ^ .„ce/^«cled 

0" - "'■■“”T:;:e;:r:is'R:ynolds and . S=ra:. 

Federale under oo.-a.tBnci 


by tne 















T.je firinp began early in the morning and continued until 
nighx-fall wnen the Federale withdrew and fell back to Cheat 
llountain summit. The Confederate loss was tnirty—six killed. 
T.aEt of the Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegneny, ajid after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the R2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
position. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals and the engagement continued throughout the day, but 
terminated as had ‘the first, in the repulse of the Federals. 





BATTLE OF RICH l.!OUNTAIN 

On the 23rd day of June lS 6 l General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in TTestern Virginia and began 
a series of moveme n^ts which met with no successful resistance 
until the were compelled to retreat beyond the moun¬ 

tains. He marched against General Pegrim who with a force 
of 4000 infantry had taken up a strong position on Rich Moun¬ 
tain which is also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 
Pegrim sent 25OO men and a battery of artillery to resist the 
advance of Rosecrans. Tney were the first to reach the top 
of the Mountain and here the Federals were greeted by a die- 
c.'iarge of Artillery and tneir advance checked.Soon they were 
reinforced by an Indiana regiment. A charge was made along 

tiie entire line. The Confederates fell beck and et once began 
e hasty retreat. 


T.'.e 


mountain A-as strewn with the dead and the wounded, 
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150 teinc burned on the field 

findi 

escape a few days later surrendered 

^ hig Ar\4>i 


no 


prisoners of war. 


entire 
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force 
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enerp.3^_R_._ —Lee in Te pt Vj rpir-la 


General «x:.£. Lee, the ablest officer in Virgini 
marcned at tne head of 9000 men appin^+ r. ’ 

against General Reynolds 

wno was lying with a considerable forco n- 

ce at Cneat Lounxain 

The attack was made on the l4th of September and after sev 

erals hours severe fighting Lee was forced to retro + , 

. u to rexreat, leaving 

100 dead upon the field. 



Among the dead was Colonel John Tasaington, a recent ‘ 
proprietor of l^ount Vernon. Lee's army halted on the tanks 
of the Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynolds, after receiving re-enforcements set out on tne 2nd 
of October from Cheat Mountain with a force of 5000 men to 
drive Lee from his position. Colonel Kimball with the l4th 
Indiana led the advance while General L'ilroy, with a portion 
of his brigade was to deploy to the left, drive in the pickets 
and force tne Confederates within the entrenchaects. 

At daylight he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found it 

occupied. A charge was made, the bridge carried and a cross- 

ing effected. ihen began an artillery duel w-icn fairly 

shooi the surrounding mountains. Soon three of Lee's guns 

were disabled and ne again retreated. Tne Federal Loss was 

®^?ht killed end tnirty-two wo\inded. Lee left General Jo-uison 
0 ^ ^ 

®02-gia witn 2000 men on z..e summit Allegnenies, 




and 




gpalnst Johnson, tnklnp nth him the ijt^, 

t«0 other rep-lmentB. On the 15 th of Deoembe. 

... reached 

Caap Allegheny rhere he found the Oonfederatee etxongi 

fortified. 


An engagement took place, the results of Tehich 
not afvantageous to eitner side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Uilroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Hountaln 
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Vivid Description of Droop 
Mountain Battle Reprinted 
From Pen of Andrew Price 


Historic Battlefield 
Is Converted Into 
State Park 


On a bleak day last November, 
State and National officials to> 
i getber with a large group of Slate 

citUena gathered at the Droop 
Mountain battlefield in Pocahontas 
County—72 years after Union 
forces routed the Confederate cav« 
airy' from the field—to dedicate 
the site of that conflict as a State 
park. 

Pri\Tite George Alderson of the 
14th Virginia Cavalnr went to the 
celebration from the hills of Nich* 
olas County to accept the new 
State park as a memorial to his 
com^des who fell there. ‘The 
bo>*s in blue were absenL -The 
last member of the G. A. K. in the 
Pocahontas section died last March 
! so a World War veteran accepted 
I the flag in their behalf. 

This dedication—and renewed ln> 
terest in the site together with Us 
historical background—brings to 
mind the colorful description of the 
famous Droop MoivrtaJn encounter 
as chronicled by the late Andrew 
Price, famed State newspaperman 
and one of f-he first honored with 
a place in the'West Virginia Pub> 
Ushers* Hall of Fame. Price was 
for many years editor of the Po¬ 
cahontas Times, now edited by his 
brother. Cal Price. 

His narrative of the battle fol¬ 
lows. 

The campalgn.ln 1863, In West 
Virginia, on the Federal side, was 
nider the comsuid of Gen. W. W. 
Averell, of the Fourth Separate 
Brigade. He had at bis disposal 
some five thousand troops and he 
was opposed to an army of about 
the same strength. The cam¬ 
paign in the mountains has been 
Ignored by historians generally, the 
broken countxy of high bills and 
narrow valleys prevented the man- 
euverVig of large bodies of troops, 
but it was no less Important than 
the \^8t armies on the tidewater 
plains, for West Virginia was a baz^ 
rlcr between the North and the 
South that the government must 
hold at all hazards. The Federal 
forces had met with disaster until 
Averell took charge In the spring of 
3863. He was a New Yorker, a 
West Pointer, counuy-bred and ef¬ 
ficient. He had won his spurs in 
subduing tbs Kiowa nation. He 
could move his troops faster than 
any other commander, unless It 
was "Stonewall** Jackson, of the 
Confederate ary. 

When he came to West Virginia, 

\ the first thing he did was to mount 
= his Infantry upon borsea and after 
L^e was ablo io move 4Uinyr 

k.^itLxxbldllx sod hi. rmD’cd 
anl down ‘the iot^g, valleys on 
either side of the AtlcghVny at will. 
Ha was In ^any engagftmsr.ta. but 
the great lAtile was that of proop. 



lU)trty-four enlles from 3>wlaburg 
and that If he drove his enemy for> 
ward that day that they w*ould gel 
by Lewlsburg before Duffle would 
have arrived from Kanawha 

On Thursday then about all that 
was done was to try to go around 
the Confederates and cut them off 
from the mountain, but Jackson 
beat them to it and left the Levels 
to be occupied by Averell. 

Stays With Confederates 

Averell made his headquarters 
camp along the^hll! on the west¬ 
ern edge of the Levels about Where ^ 
Gen. M. J. McKeal, of the Con- j i* 
federate veterans, resides. Averell. 1 
himself, was the guest of Col. Paul I 
McNeal that night, and the w^W : a 
community was Confederate >ut j v 
all who met him were charmed I 
by him. I. ’ I 1 

When the Levels was a Ikke I 
Droop Mountain was the dam. Tbt . 
Greenbrier forced a passage 1 
through along the extreme east- j 
ern side and atlll plunges tbropghi 
the pass. Last summer the road j 
commission blocked this road juslf 
as the army did in ‘63, and we who / 
desired to march south had^ to? 
either go down the river road on 
the right or to the left and climb 
n-ft ridge and swing round the 
circle by way of Lobelia and climb 
up the road that interaects the 
pike on top of the mountain back 
of the battlefield. They call thea 
Hobson Choice detours these days. 

Averell Detoured 

So Averell detoured. Like "Slono* 
wall** Jackson, he was an early 
riser, and he got his troops Into 
position before dayllghL Here \b 
the way he laid out his attack: 

He sent the 14th Pennsylvania 
to the left and they took up their 
stand I ear the Locust Creek bridge 
and appeared to be ready tb 
charge up the mountain. Keeper's 
battery was placed on the high 
ground above Beard'e mill nnd 
commenced to fire on the batter¬ 
ies on top of the tnouniain. Sew 
cral families living In the Jow 
place formed by Locust creek 
stayed there all day under ; the 
ortillei^ fire, Ewlng*e battery'was 
-laced to the left pike between 
Ttnisboro and the foot of Droop 
Mountain. Gibson's battalllon and 
the 10th West VlrginU were held' 
in or near Hillsboro on the pike. 
The 2nd. 3rd, and 8th West Vlr-' 
ginla regiments were placed to the 
right of the pike about the Hcnick 
place, out of sight of Jbe Con 
federates on top of th 
The 28th Ohio VoUi 
and one company 
sylvanla. in all 
sent by the long 
to the right by Lo 
they started long 
JJiev did not reach 
1 until m. In 4> 

a great deal of canno!'* 
beea.gcdnf ^ 


tain, 
ntry j 









I 1^-' •^^.••l|•lJ/■^^#c^4^^ 

rurr«4 4Lttiiic li*» »)o« , 

hour* titat ««u»«d Ay»i».l| t~^ 
•pjtrrliafivlov*. fU ha4 tioH 
altRckatl lh« day h*fur« fot i 
an<l .a%tfftcl*nt rra*otti but aiumt 
f o’clock the Confvdtratat an* 
nnunred by tharr*. and b> Wad 
niuatc. and by iba dlaptay of b«t> 
tl« fla^a. that Ma)or Ocncta)' 
Cchola had brought hU artnv Up' 
and that the forcaa war# •qual and 
that iha Conf«d<ratc« held a aate' 
poaltlon. 

1 have given the poelttoo of the 
Federal troopa, occupying a fuU 
half circle to the north of the ba|» 
tlefleld. Here hi the «ay the Con- 


/ i a<#l at ’le**»»burg * ’ 

.k. fuel nr*k of huv^nihrr. 
IP *K* i.j.lMed UantraJ ffuffl* la 
trJ at 7 I’ m N v^n.l*^. 7 at 
pet t*.?- and Puffir manh^d 
"^‘i^lMeaha, mh** AvereU 
f,o» 4 . revel l> e-v4 had llO 
ro Averell reai'hed Lew* 
«t» lUiurday. Noveni!»er T, 
•uia and found that Ihiffie 

^ there at Id a m. 

** ®7iv they eiartrd from Bever- 
'“^•^e over Cheat Mounfaio 
•ilv^ Cheat Bridge- and 
^iTZi hv Carnp Bartow, where 
^h. Sl«Sn«on Md Park- 
* t.irnnike and took the rood 
t"^.'nb2»k to Hunter,- 
1 ^Ouulde of »«"»• aPPr******- 
e«lii hniehwhackcre. they aaw 
’ fl? of the rebel army until 
to Greehbank and from 
fa*n^ they «ln>v. the pIckeU 

^nVach Honferevllle 
rlllhra Hunlcravllle on 
rtnMday oi noon and U^rc Aver- 
h?rrd that Col. W. P. Thompson 
S the IPth Virginia caval^ 
, at Marline Bottom. nl the 
'TV.-, hridffe. HiknlorevUle 


for no reaaon. ao far aa^ hlatory i, 
can dl*c<rt*tr, he wae manmartly 
dUmleeed from hie command. He ' 
’openly charged that It was to 
u^ke room for some favorila tn 
L^ie make VI of the army, 
t i Quiia Command 

I |1U last olilcU] communkmtlon 
Uo hie conirnood closed with theae 
eworda: **J would rather aarve in 


At 1:45 p. m, the flanking party 
arrived and came through the 
woods firing as they came and the j 
line balls fell everywhere. U la ! 
caJd to have been one of the meet | 
sudden and moat fearful Brea that < 
naen were ever subject to. In 
about an hour, the Confederates 
were In full flight. 

As soon ns Avcrcll heard his 
flanking party commence to fir# 
be moved the 2nd, Snd. and 8lh 
reg^lmenta obliquely to the right up 
the mountain. The horaes had been 
left at •the foot of the mountain. 
They came out on lop of the 
mountain exactly on the left of 
the flanking army and together 
they advanced on the breastworks 


of the Cooferedatea and the fight 
was over in a few minutes, ami 
the army in full retreat. Averell 
sent Gibson's battalion after them* 
up the pike, together with one sec-' 
lion of Swing’s battery. But parts, 
of nil the regiments joined In the 
pursuit, and Averell was abls to 
halt bis command on the top of 

overlook 


If‘JpMO-WSl. K#rprrb 

bdfSf"--- ba' 

Tlryinks. S'J 
to the lertb 
jjp timber and In tht 
pbva cf the kaad Ihc 
m Sth H'cit Vlrglaki 
oa tbeir artnc 
') man hrdding horMs. 
for the sound Of hat* 


i more 
jTfntly 

j last 

li^frASe 

s aver* 
fig the 


Spring Creek Mountain 
Ing the Big Levels of Greenbrier. 
This was the evening after the bat* 
Uc, Friday, November 6, IWS. 
Successful in Retreat 
Ho tried to hold back the pur¬ 
suit so that Duffle 


hv; are 
fcf re 
Jof lB«t 
Ruction 
i eropn 
laceede 


might cut 
them off at Lewlsburg, but that 
was not to be. They got through 


i basis 

favor- 
farmers 
It pay* 
:o tots! 
' over 


on the way to Dublin, by a mal-^ 
ter of minute*, and were abls to, 
cut a timber blockade In the 
road. 

We Confederates never had any 
luck in West Virginia after the 
battle of Droop Mountain. It was 
a losing fight from that Hms on. 
Wa had given Averell a defeat at 
WTilts Sulphur Springs the aum- 
mer before, but with that eace^ 
lion. Av#rell never lost a game 
He was allowed to continue in 

command until the ^•’**- *^*^^ 
Seplrmber. 1«M. wl«h wort 

brlIHw.t .ecord for 

lo . fcnerrt In » c«np*l«n. wh.n 


sated 
1 25 t»«r 
nd lost 
fir cent 
P.e low 
tph was 
hw 
fn. am 

i mora 

laid or 

^ wrt 
ta avv' 











